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of the militia. His profession, like that of his an-
cestors, as far back as can be traced, was surveyor.
He was especially noted for his kind and charitable
heart. He married early in life Elizabeth MacAlis-
ter, of good Scotch stock, with whom he lived an ex-
ceptionally happy life. A large family of children
sprang up about them, and at the time this narrative
commences, the older ones, as has been said, were
nearly grown.

The family had lived contentedly on their land in
Virginia until new territory, lying further west, be-
gan to be opened, and the virgin soil, far more easily
and cheaply worked, rendered their stony ground
nearly valueless. Seeing his property day by day
depreciating, the head of the family resolved to seek
a new home where the country was in a progressive
instead of a retrograde condition.

Having sold his effects, except such articles as
could be best transported, with his own family, and
that of a neighbor who had decided to join him, be
set out for Kentucky, where numbers of Virginians
were at that time going to seek new homes. The
party wended their way towards the Ohio River,
where they expected to embark for the Kentucky
shore. They toiled slowly over the mountains which
intervene between their old homestead and the river,
subject to occasional mishaps such as the overturning
or breaking down of a wagon, till they arrived, on
the first evening of their journey, at a little town
called Frankfort. Here they spent the night.

In the morning, after everything was in readiness
to proceed, the expedition was thrown into a state of
consternation at finding that the eldest daughter in
the accompanying family was missing. Her lover,